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LandReform inIndia

PreIndependence

*UndertheBritishRaj,thefarmersdidnothavetheownershipofthelandstheycultivated,the

landlordshipofthelandliedwiththeZamindars,Jagirdarsetc.

Severalimportantissuesconfrontedthegovernmentandstoodasachallengeinfrontof

independentIndia.

Landwasconcentratedinthehandsofafewandtherewasaproliferationofintermediaries

whohadnovestedinterestinself-cultivation.

*Leasingoutlandwasacommonpractice.

Thetenancycontractswereexpropriativeinnatureandtenantexploitationwasalmost

everywhere.

*Landrecordswereinextremelybadshapegivingrisetoamassoflitigation.

Oneproblem ofagriculturewasthatthelandwasfragmentedintoverysmallpartslfor

commercialfarming.

Itresultedininefficientuseofsoil,capital,andlabourintheform ofboundarylandsand

boundarydisputes.

PostIndependence

*Acommittee,undertheChairmanshipofJ.C.Kumarappanwasappointedtolookintothe

problem ofland.TheKumarappaCommittee'sreportrecommendedcomprehensiveagrarian

reform measures.

*TheLandReformsoftheindependentIndiahadfourcomponents:

1.TheAbolitionoftheIntermediaries

2.TenancyReforms

3.FixingCeilingsonLandholdings



4.ConsolidationofLandholdings.

Theseweretakeninphasesbecauseoftheneedtoestablishapoliticalwillfortheirwider

acceptanceofthesereforms.Continued........
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