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CausesofBackwardnessofIndianAgriculture

1.SmallSizeofHoldings:

Theagriculturalproductivityislowduetosmallsizeofholdings.Indeedsmallsizeofthefarm

failstoprovideprofitableemploymenttothefarmers.Inourcountryaveragesizeofholdingsis

1.8hectareswhileindevelopedcountrieslikeU.S.A.itis122hectares.

Apartfrom this,subdivisionandfragmentationofholdingsisanotherobstacleinthewayoflow

agriculturalproductivity.Inthissmallsizeofholdingsthescientificcultivationwithlatest

techniquesisalmostimpossible.

2.ViciousCircleofPoverty:

Toagreaterextent,theviciouscircleofpovertyisalsoresponsibleforthepoorperformanceof

agriculture.Theviciouscircleofpovertytakesthefollowingform inagriculturalsector:

ThecrucialdeficienciesinIndianagriculturerelatetoland,capitalandmanagement,etc.which

inturnhamperstheagriculturalproductivity.



3.Indebtedness:

Anotherreasonforlowagriculturalproductivityistheindebtednessofthefarmers.Toperform

thesocialceremoniesafarmerhastoborrowfrom moneylenderataveryhighrateofinterest.

Unproductiveborrowingsdonotaddtohisincomeandhealwaysremainsunderdebt.

Consequently,thefarmerfailstoavailincentivestoimprovetheagriculturalproduction.

4.InadequateIrrigationFacilities:

Indianfarmerisalmostdependentonclimaticconditionsforirrigation.Monsoonsareirregular.

Onlyafewfarmersavailthefacilitiesofirrigationfrom varioussourcessuchascanals,tube

wells,etc.

Moreoverthesefacilitiesarefoundinsomeareasandwheretheseareavailable,theyarenot

fullyutilized.Theresultisthattheproduceisofbadqualityandresultsinlowproductivity.

5.LackofAdequateFinance:

Availabilityoffinanceisthebasisofeveryindustry.Thesupplyoffinanceisinadequateincase

ofIndianagriculture.Moneyisrequiredforshortperiodaswellasforlongperiodinorderto

improvetheagriculturalproduction.

AccordingtoAllIndiaRuralCreditSurveyCommittee,in1950-51morethan90percentofthe

totalagriculturalcreditwasadvancedbythemoneylenders.Theco-operativesocieties

accountedforabout3percentrespectively.

6.NoScientificMethodsofCultivation:



TheignoranceandconservationofIndianfarmeralsoresultsinthepoorperformanceof

agriculture.Theydonotknowtheimportanceofmoderntechnology.Still,seedsaresownby

woodenploughs.Poorqualityofseedsyieldspoorquantityofcrops.

7.LackofMarketingFacilities:

Thedefectivemarketingsystem alsoposesdifficultiestothefarmers.Thefarmersdonotgeta

duerewardfrom thesaleofhisproduce.Themiddlemantakesawayportionoftheirprofits.

Unlessfarmersareguaranteedfairandremunerativepricesthereislittleinducementfor

agriculturaloutputtoincrease.

Indianmarketinghasnofacilitiesofgodownsandwarehousingwherethecultivatorsmaykeep

theirproduceforabetterprice.Moreover,theylacktransportationfacilities.Thisresultsinlow

priceoftheproduce.

8.AgriculturalResearch:

Undoubtedly,ahugeamountofmoneyisspentonagriculturalresearch;stillthefruitsdonot

reachtothepoorcultivators.Thereisalackofco-ordinationbetweenlaboratoryandthefarm.

9.LackofProductiveInvestment:

Investmentinjewelry,tradeandmoneylendingseemstobemoreattractive.Therefore,thereis

lessinvestmentinlandimprovement.Intheabsenceofproductiveinvestmentinagriculture,

thereislittlescopeforexpandingproduction.

10.SocialFactors:



Inourcountry,poorperformanceofagricultureisalsofoundduetotheoperationofvarious

socioeconomicfactors.Illiteracy,ignorance,superstitionandconservativeoutlookstandsin

thewayoftheadoptionofmoderntechnology.

Assuch,farmersareagainsttheuseofbonemanureandchemicalfertilizer.Besides,theyare

prejudicedagainstkillingofmonkeysandratsatthefarm.

11.NaturalCalamities:

AnotherreasonoflowproductivityofIndianagricultureisthatcropsworthcroresofrupeesare

destroyedeveryyearduetofloodsandothernaturalcalamities.Thesoilerosionhasbeen

regardedascreepingdeathofthefarm.

12.PoorLivestock:

Thequalityoflivestockisveryinferiorandtheyarethinandfeeble.Onaccountoftheirpoor

quality,theyareneededinmorequantitywhichaddsunnecessaryburdenonthepoor

cultivators.Malnutritionisanothercauseforthedegenerationofcattleinourcountry.Asa

result,theysufferfrom onediseaseortheother.

13.LandPolicyandLegislation:

Thepiece-mealcharacteroflandreform policyanditslegislationisgreatly,responsibleforthe

backwardnessofagriculture.Excessiverelianceontheadministrativemachineryhasadversely

affectedagriculturaldevelopment,unnecessarydelayinimplementationanduncertaintyabout

therightsonlandhastendedtodiminishlandproductivity.
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