


Site Selection

a dwelling . The

will make in your life. One cannot change ¢

It becomes essential for each one of us to have adequate
about selection of a site and house planning. A site in a good locality
should be selected. Now let us see the factors to be considered while
selecting a site for the construction of a house.
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|. Physical Features

rainy season and it becomes

3. The site should be on an elevated ground for dra
rainy season.

4. A site on an elevated ground affords wider and brighter view of the house.
5. Site which faces South/North direction is preferable.



ll. Soil Conditions

2. A mix

3. Rocky surfaces afford good foundation, bt
excavating the ground due to its hardness. On rocky surface, la
IS very costly. Besides, it is not suitable for growing plants.
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4. Clay and sandy soils are unsuitable because clay surface holds water for g
long time and sandy soll absorbs water




lll. Sanitary Facilities

4. Reclaimed land filled w
obnoxious gases. During rainy season it becomes a ¢

5. The site should be such as to command fresh air, ample lighting and good wat:

6. A site in a busy locality may not be suitable for health reasons because of dust and the consta ¥
smoke from vehicles.

7. A site with modern sanitary facilities is the most suitable.



V. Practical Convenience

v. Good Neighbourhoc
1. The site should be selected near a developed are
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2. Good neighbourhood adds to the permanent happiness of the family.

3. The economic and social status of the neighbourhood should be on par with the occupants.
4. The area should be pleasant and charming.

5. The site in the neighbourhood of a sea commands pleasant sea breeze. BugZong
disadvantage is that sea breeze carries with it a thin spray of salty water, which corrodegzall iron
articles.



VI. Legal Characteristics

3. A legal advisor should L
boundaries marked on.



Activities in the house and space allocation

1) Social or public area -
dining, music,

The rooms alla
yard, ironing room, garage, storage areas, office and study roc

Bedroom, dressing room, bathrooms, prayer room etc.
not possible to allot room for each and every activity separately, but it is importgfit je
allot spaces for the more important ones.



Rooms in the house

or conversation w
room. It protects the walls of the house
and also a place for growing plants.

It serves different functions such as grinding, drying clothes etc. A verandah more tha r
m wide is not economical. A verandah facing south or west is comfortable.



Living Room

occasions. At times :
depending upon the type of the family.

A living room should express cordial welcome to the friends of the family. The living
be well lighted and well ventilated and should provide maximum comfort for the famlly members
The living room should be situated on one side with an entrance from front verandah. T
minimum size for a living room should be 4.5m by 3.6m(15 ft. by 12 ft).
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The size of the door should be 90cms as minimum width and should be at one side of thgZwalk
coating of oil painting on tiles fixed on walls for a distance of 1.5 m from the floor is gogffrem the
sanitary point of view. The furniture and furnishing that are used in the living rgGm must be
comfortable and suitable for the room. For example,



The living room should b
for hanging pictures and for display of decorative a
add beauty to the room. A shelf may be provided for art objects.



Bed Room

found to be a gooo
square one. No room should have less
utmost importance in bedroom. It should be on the side of the directic

wind. The door of the bedroom should be located in such a way that when opened t
bed is not visible fully. Bathroom attached to a bedroom would add to the convenien
of the family members. Some storage space should be provided in the bedroom. Bu
cupboards for clothes and bed linen save space. A chest of drawers could G
provided. A small table and a chair may find a place to keep some of the booksZAorAlght
reading, table lamp, flower arrangements etc. It i1s better that parents have a separate
master bedroom and children above ten years have separate bedrooms.




Kitchen:
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arrangements. It is very e

The best location will be eastern or north-eastern corner of the house. This is
air and also warmth in the morning and coolness during the other part of the day.

Size and shape

For actual efficiency the kitchen should be neither too small nor too large. A rectangular kitchen is step
saving. The size can vary from 3m by 2.4m or 3m by 3m.

The main activities in the kitchen are food preparation, cooking and cleaning of food items ang
equipment. The work area for these three activities should be carefully planned. The kitcheri should
have the preparation, cooking and washing centers adjoining each other at comfortable Heights to
form a triangle. This work triangle ensures convenience and safety



The various shapes in which the major
work centers can be arranged are ‘U
shaped, ‘L' shaped, one wall and parallel
walls. The ideal shape for the kitchen
arrangement is ‘U°. It consists of
preparation and cooking centers on either
side and the cleaning center in the middle.
This Is a compact arrangement and labor
saving too. In the ‘L’-shaped kitchen
arrangement of the work centers are placed
on two adjoining walls. The one wall
arrangement is suitable for small kitchen.
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Fig. 1 - Work triangle
A Preparation centre B. Washing center
C. Cooking centre




Cooking Centre

Washing Centre

'.v-

always be placed in fro
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Placement of a refrigerator in the preparation center facilitates easy handling of vegetable, , €
during preparation. The equipment like blenders, beaters, sifters, saucepans, measuring cups, spoons, knives/
spatula should be stored here.

It can be 80 to 90cms depending upon the height of the person working in the kitchen.

Built-in cupboard or cupboard with drawers and rack can be provided. Care should be taken 1o avoid insects.
The wall area above and below the counter should be made full use of.



Bathroom

light but keep
helpful. Loft can be provided to store tl
keeping oil, soap, brush, paste, etc. The flooring finish should be ee
slippery. The wall should have a polished surface to a height of 90cms from the floor.
be good drainage facilities for removal of waste water from the bathroom.

Water closet can be near the house or even inside the house. Now a days they can be flushed with
the water. The latrine on basket system is not sanitary. Earth closets can be used in rural aregs:
The minimum space needed is 1.2m by 1.8m in width and length. Strictest privacy is requ
these rooms in respect of light and sound. The lavatory should be kept clean. The basin shguld be
cleaned daily with a reagent. The room should be washed with disinfectant like phengl/Dettol. If
bath section and water closet are combined, more space is needed. The room maybe equipped
with mirror, washbasin, closed storage for toilet articles, a rack to keep clothes and towels, tub,
mug, etc. There should be tap connection for running water. Facilities for showeér bath add to the
convenience and pleasure.
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